“The visions we offer our children shape the futurét matters what those visions are. Often
they become self-fulfilling prophecies. Dreams araps.” Carl Sagan

What are the lessons we will give our children, and how will we communicate them?
This simple but powerful idea inspires “The Science of Light,” a new solar art glass
installation by Sarah Hall at Grass Valley Elementary School in Camas, Washington.

This unique installation in the main stairwell windows of the school merges the
ancient art of stained glass with cutting edge technology to produce a window that not
only looks magnificent, but works for its living as well by gathering and using
electricity in a visible and interactive way — as solar energy is gathered a glass spiral
located in the stairwell is illuminated.

Embedded in two panels are arrays of photovoltaic cells (thin silicon and metal
squares that convert light into electricity). In this way the windows harvest energy
from sunlight. The colours are warm and welcoming: the windows present solar
energy to the students, staff and visitors in a joyful way.

The artwork is designed to delight, to teach, and to inspire. The delight comes from
the transformation of sunlight into patterns and colors throughout the stairwell — and
visible energy. The inspiration and the teaching is through the innovative use of the
solar panels built into the windows — offering a visual lesson in science, ecology, and
the positive uses of technology.

A Message for the Future

The first principle of Nature is Renewable energy
through the sun’s light enhances children's ability to see connections between
themselves and the natural world. By demonstrating renewable energy in an
imaginative and beautiful context we help preserve and foster Earth's ecosystems,
which will nurture and support our children's future.

View the process of making the window: www.SarahHallStudio.com

For further information please contact Sarah Hall: sarah.hall.studio@sympatico.ca




